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Age and cause of death for wo remams of finless
porpoise (Neophocaena phocaenoides asiaeorientails)

found at the estuary of the Yangtze R wer
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WENG Zhiyi. ZHANG Min'> XIE Zheng-li
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M inistry of Education ShanghaiOcean University Shanghai 201306, Chias
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Abstract Two dead male finless porpoises were found at the sane tine at the estuary of Yangtze R iver near
Chongm ing Island on April 29 2008 One of than. whose body length was 138 an, its maxillary teeth and
the lower jaw teeth were regular and the crown of tooth was canplete while the medullary cavity was concave

The other one whose BL was 168 an, one thind of its teeth was deciduous and the crown of tooth was wearing
severely while the medullary cavity was closed Their age had been identified as 4 years and 8 years according
to the section of their teeth Both body surfaces were camplete without any obvious damage and
intumescences Anatan izing showed that the first one was stronger and its fat layer was fresh and thick all

mportant organs were nomal no blister has been found i its lung and the stanach was full with undigested
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bones of sole mainly The second one was mther thin and its fat layer became gray colour and wizened 7
tum ors appeared at the junction of stomach and intestihe No blister has been found i its lung and fish bones
in the almentary canal either Under canprehensive consideration the cause of death of the younger one
might be grounded while seeking food and the older one was natural death due to its aging
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