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The resources, protection and utilization of sturgeons in China
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Abstract: The fish catch statistics is adopted to research on the sturgeon harvests in the Amur River and the Yangtze
River, which are main fishing areas of sturgeons. It is found that the population structure of Amur River sturgeons is
unbalanced and the resources are precipitated (452t, 1987; 120t, 1999 ), because of the severe fishing and
environmental pollution; that as Gezhou dam blocked the migrating route of Chinese sturgeon in Yangtze River, sex
ratio is out of proportion (f:m =1:0.39,1996 ~ 1998) of Chinese sturgeon, male supplement population is
insufficient, reproduction population is degraded; that Chinese sturgeon is endangered and the trace of Dabry
sturgeon and Chinses paddlefish is hard to find. The paper describes the current situation of protection and
utilization of sturgeons in China and suggests measures to be adopted, and further discusses the way of utilization on
sturgeon.
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Fig.1 Yearly output of Amur sturgeon ( Acipenser schenckii )and Kaluga ( Huso dauricus )in Amur River in China
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Tab.1 Popalation structure of Amur River Sturgeon

k- #K (em) % (ke) i ERBENT (%) MEFH
SRR 120 - 180 -2 (7] 1985
70 199
100 - 180 5-25 9-18 87.7 1989
85.3 1999
BEE >3 5.3 1985
200 - 320 2.3 1989
65 - 290 75 1985
81.6 1999
200 - 260 48.3 1989
46.1 1999

54 1989
40~ 115 66.7 1999
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Fig.2  Number of Chinese sturegeon (Acipenser sinesis )harvested in Yangtze River
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Tab.2 Change in body length of Chinese sturgeon in Yangtze River

FROKR) ki ®itRY g 5 3 ]
<250 250 ~ 300 >300
m| $11.4% 80.5% 8.1% 66 WS
(1976) 4 55% 45% 0 20
NTFIBR $28.9% 65.5% 5.6% 90 KA
(1980 - 1981) 2 51% 8% 1% 102
NTILE 27.1% 83.4% 9.5% 168 o 449

(1994 - 1998) 21.7% 85.9% 6.4% 78
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Tab.3 Change in average age of Chinese sturgeon in Yangtze River
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£ 1976 1980 - 1981 1994 - 1998
© 8 21.7 . 21.5 23.7

¢ 12.8 13.5 17.4
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£ 1975 1980 - 1981 1991 - 1995 1996 - 1998
YEH (f:m) 1:0.97 1:0.96 - 1:0.67 1:0.39
:3.5.3 1148 K 7= 5 06 i 2 4 PR B 4 B Gk T 497 B
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200l FRETHKFAXFRAERDBRITHMAMETEME, B KIKES 1. 5kg, KK 60cm ~
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Tab.5 Releasing Chinese sturgeon situation

H# i ¢ 4 R B
1983 - 1998 0.1-900g 4.9 7R HEIE PR SLBT
3 - 100cm R 62943 8 (AaTF)
>9m ( >9cm) 348
2020 &
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b 26600 R
(>9cm)
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