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6 A ENBENMEREE NEXEH LK EMR D FSHB 71 LHB

AR R E IR A

XA, XS, EAR', AAEET, TOUW, EREE, EAE
(L ABERS: B IR ARE 264005, 2. LIRS k7= BRVEW AR AT AT RO T A 0%,

201306; 3. MG HIHFHELTI R, LR WG
2213)

264003 ; 4. <l R 2 PR [E AR I PR BT IROT S B, HAS Ky 851-

8 E. DUH AU 3R A 5200 41 B ( Epinephelus areolatus) A A1 BE48 (E. fasciatus ) 5 5 A1 BE A (E.
akaara) L LRSS ( Cephalopholis urodeta) W 8Bt (E. merra) SR A K AA (E. ongus) A X4, H
AR HPENR R B IR Z F UL S SR FSHR Fi LHB Sy (55 M. 45 RRW . A A Bkfa B 5
IR A B R SCUIRE R R T AR A B, 38 S T 0 N S0 B AR IR R O AR B, 6 Fi
A B £ 1) i (A T () IR, A 22 O (NHD) FIIRTE AR (AR 280 iRl (R N 72 2= 45 9E— 20 20 70 S i Ak
MFSCRPD) (H &MU (PPD) FIH [RIFS (PL) o 755 A A B 5 5 A BRI S0 A B b NH 2589 4% PPD &
TEo3 2k BT WEERA), WAL 2B 30 0 B fh | J2 SC LR s R e 57 B vh NH Dy — 3440, 6 A B £ i i 44
FSHP F1 LHB 40 A1 S (55 24010 45 PPD F1 PLIX Ak, H FSHB 5558 B2 3% LHP 55, HE W A7 B o i
RH ARG, FSHR 8 LHB H%E Sy BE A iy SRR R 37 S T B )y T S (AL AR 42 BB A IR A0 4R
KB AP PEIRLE  IiFR(REE 1 ; FSHB; LHB; fud gl

FE S ES: S965.3 XHERFRER: A

A1 B ( Epinephelus sp. ) )& T &7 )F H
( Perciformes ) #ig £} ( Serranidae ) f7 I fa IV F}
( Epinephelinae ) £ 3 i J& ( Epinephelus) , {2 4%
AT H A 5 DR A SR, B
v L ) 8 PR 0 A 1 R A R T 8 N Ay i i
Ry R 2z —" MRy — Pl 2 X Y i
K, H s BT E B AR NI AE 2019 4F iK%
18.31 J7 ¢ o 7 B #4020 0 A e 7
MK 02 7E T AR T 0 g Vi S TR Ui el 3
G HL i A B A, PRI B A AR B A SN
. BT, ENINCRTE R 5 A B ( Epinephelus
akaara) Pk B R DL B A BE AR
(E. fasciatus) " T A BE 0 (E. bruneus) ' T Ff
AP EEHOR D7 TS TR Wk . A B
R 7 e el s [ R N R Y B

W im B EA: 2020-12-28 f&E B EA: 2021-03-14

( gonadotropins, GtHs ) B V. 3% ¥ 5C A9 £ DR i 3 K
(follicle stimulating hormone , FSHPB ) 1 &% {4 4= A,
Z (luteinizing hormone, LHB ) & & # A W R
PERR & T 5 GtHs SRR RO % .
124 0 1k, B NI R 2 BT S i 18 A G
NGRS WA Y FSHB F1 LHB 3R 1946 I J7 2
FHA RNA K- A0 A AR AR R I,
HRNA JKF R 32 247 RT-PCR  qPCR il
232 (in situ hybridization, ISH ) $ A ; & H 7K
ARSI 32 A 8 1 S L BN I (Western blot) 14
JE 2 2 Ak 2% (immunohistochemistry, THC ) 4% A&,
HHT, iz qPCR Ky £ B A fik 3 4K o FSHB A
LHB M ARTG B K e . Bilan , 76 0 A1 B
(E. malabaricus) " W& 5 4 BEfa (E. merra) '™ |
B AR (E. coioides) ' AR AT BEM) | 1 i

EEWB: HAEARI 2 (ISPS) BT H (26660173 ) ; 111 73445 A<l 25 I AR BT T H (SD2019YY003 ) 5 M 5 K41 L BLAF

Ja h %4 (HX20B29)

TEB BT IRSCNI(1985—) I3 1 4o BFFE 07 [l it K S0 2R R AN 3 o E-mail : xugang@ ytu. edu. en

BIS1EE: FH/KE, E-mail:13906380063@ 163. com
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B (E. marginatus ) RIS S A BEAR
¥ FSHB M1 LHR L & s gk il i Hiil . 48
M7, 32 F THC A% FSHB F1 LHB 4 IR IAE (7
ARSI S TE 50 4 e ) e S e
D EAGE . AR, A — SO AR 1 &)y £ b G S
VB RiRRIN 3 R oy iR 1D W aE: i U
TGRS B R/, FSHB A1 LHB AL [H & &K
R JC % qPCR ARG 2], B Lhiz A THC £
AR A B i {4 v FSHB A1 LHB 25 1 & ik ik
APPSR RE A7, 33 X T 1 B £ 258 {5 B A #h FE A
St A HEE L,

ARSI VAAE H ARG T 9 R Vi Sl RN o 288 3§50
JEE S RIS 2 o0 A 1Y 6 £ BE £R R £ A BIF 5 6
LR E A AP (E. areolatus) | P01 41 BE
i, o s A1 BE A 8 80 L B ( Cephalopholis
urodeta) W HLAT B IS0 A BEFA (K. ongus) ,
oA AR KRB MR IR K TG 100 0 G T AR 45 ) 7Y
25, [FIIHE I THC A I £ A1 B £ i 1 14
FSHR 1 LHB i L i 73 A FlGE . BTEIR R A
B f0 B AR AR R B R P ik A o FSHB i LHB
BRI, DR Z 1 0 5 B o AT
BB AN A 7 BT IR R B AL L A A A 2 R
BB AR

BRIk

1.1 ##

2018 4F 6—9 J, K I e s 4 95 4% I 11 2 4
PARSE A7 2 78 H AR T 9 e T el Pl LA
SRR BE I S B NS0 B, PR
WEPE R B ] T S8 5, B o il o 6.4 F1 6 2
2019 ££ 6—9 J1, 2R FH e A 478 457 6 oMl 0 5 49 123 AH
5505 2, 78 H A4S i L OIS B B v S BE AL
AR A A0 B £ 2 0L e S e,
VEMEME A T TS5, B ST 6.7 F1 S BB
1.2 7%

1201 P e A4 it ) R B

JIFA AR A TR 0 8 8 ] 2-2R 4R S T R O
i AR K (total length, TL) H1 A it & ( body
weight, BW) | SR J5 fift 1) SR AE . JBCHE MR IR, 00 < Jox
it (gonadal weight, GW') 5 K H: [A] & 7 i R
H, 2 BOSCHR [ 13 ] o /9 5 3 1 530 M IR 4R %K
( Gonadosomatic index, GSI) , Z 5]k HH,
ZEBRAI R R I R R i A A 2 A ] S 7 P Bk
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SR AT i A BT i R T AR A ) i
RO T A 2 ) 8 0 <K B — [ [ A dpl R i)
W T R R P AR G, 24 ~ 48 h JREERS
£ 70% 1 LEEP R T AIBU2 004
1.2.2 PERRYI R i 55 FIZH S W%

XA AR RGP R TR AT R B S MK
CHZEY AR R R S ~T
wm, K IR ARG - 419 (hematoxylin-eosin, H.
E. ) %) A7 Qe b MR I R, 78 Olympus
FX380 A% WA~ WA IR IR, L) 18]
A B A M e AR Y BORPE IR R B B B, 2%
SCHRL 14-16 ] FBRHEXT BRRE 40 M 1) & 5 WK 73 0
%A~ JE W (peri-nucleolus stage, Pn) | B 2 4% ¥
] ( yolk vesicle stage, Yv ). ¥K 2% UF 75 Bk
(secondary yolk stage, Sy ) Fl = 2k OP ¥ Bk #]
(tertiary yolk stage,Ty), H.H,Pn F1 Yv BB N
PERRA B AR, Sy F Ty S il
1.2.3 Rk i il 4

FAABEE RN A A IR AR B
JUR Sy e S AT TR £8 R S0 A RE £ ] 7 I R
FR v i A R 20 6.6 .47 .5 F16 B
B 7 A B R ) T B AR A o A e A Sk 5 R
EDTA BEASBCHEAT A5 , S8 J5 X5 i %5 1) R A 47
B CREIBL K ( L EEHR BEHRIR Ol 90% ,95%
100% ) LT T R A R (LB S T AR L
RUCH 4:1.3:2.2:3 104 728 100% T ) A1
WAL A RN S ~8 wm, VIR T
PR HLUE S (THC) 525K
1.2.4 g 4by

L= SN e o 0 o = S N X % NG S )
FSHR 1 LHB [t 5 2 et A1, DR b i 4 7
U R S0 . ¥ BaRU) R I ER B SR K IS
RUITE 10 mmol/ L FFBERVA W, FIGIGH b fin 4
£ 90 CIHEIRIRAF 15 min, BERKEDIR & T %
I FYR A0 1 h I HIZE K e

THC SR pt A W R A - 2 3 Ak
Yl , 2 BOSCHR [ 7-8 1 9 5 31 m A etk . 1)
JRWAE0.3% H,0, B EEH 1 h, ] PBS ZZoh
WP T S AE 10% L =F 138 3P 15 min, 43
S it SHIMIZU 26170 0 3% 1 G 40 I 5
( Fundulus heteroclitus ) FSHB (AFLEL A7 1:1 000 )
HILHBCIABUL A 135 000) 55—t ik ™ 16 4 C
TEE 1M SRS R PBS ZE i ik 15 min,
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SAB-PO ( R) i& 5] & ( Nichirei Biosciences Inc. ,
Japan) FHYILEHUR TeG 26 “PURRRIFE 1 h,
f£ PBS Uk 15 min 5 F 5% %5 0% Al Z-HRP
(horseradish peroxidase ) /A F & 30 min, [fJ5
FRAE PBS Z2 i b bk 10 min, fiz i IR &
Hr ) DAB AR o 4 1k W) B B 6 W ( DAB
horseradish peroxidase ) W ZZ %y I i 5 5. ]
A AT ARG 222 Y 5 WA WS 58, i s
FSHR 1 LHB 20 s 452 G €5 1) T A 52 ) b L
GRS
1.3 HiEALE

IRIEE DL {E + AR 2 (Mean = SD) 3
TRo SR SPSS 22.0 X ¥4 it 47 He A 4 #r, A
ANOVA 555 J& Tukey’ s 2L iE 1T 22 Ve LB AT
BEMIKF0.05,

2 RS0

2.1 6MEHMEBREAH HE ERKEHLE
ERNEE

T A BEAR R0 B R A B R
Sl 6.6 F4 (&K 1), HAKITE 30 em LA
FL AR AE 500 g DL E S A BEACRAE H
2019 4£9 F L BNEL A H 9 P B BLCIEIRT-1) 5
RN AT PEAERAE H O 2018 49 H LIRS L E N
P BBz (AR 1 -2) 5 2% 5 A BE R AR H YR
2018 49 A, BN E A H N Pn BrBe(ERRT-3).

STV | W S A B £ RN S0 A B B 4 )
NTS 6 BRI 14 ~19 em, (& JF & 50 ~ 130
go RBUUBGTRAE H W 2019 4 8 H IS &
BN Yv BB T 4) ; 8 80 BE AR AE H
2019 46 A UREK T Sy BrEe (R 1-5) ;
SO A BEECREE H IRy 2018 426 IR AH
Ty BrBe (R L -6) o 54 A Bt BBl 4 B
IR A0 B AR M5 o 3 T R B L
Fle LA HEA (P <0.05) , PR Bt 8 25/ T4
BapEta (P <0.05), FAAREMA RO,
I AT B AR R R SOTU R B 1 R AL TR
W Be s B AT B f0 FN S0 A B E MR R K AL T AR
BB
2.2 6 MA YIS NEK SR EMA D FSHB
1 LHB 48R p) 5 R E

A SR ) A A 87 () I TR 1 S A
55N Fe IR i, T 1R R i R A
TETFR /N 6 Tl B e A i A S O )
REEH , i # 28  { ( neurohypophysis, NH ) 71 i
A (‘adenohypophysis, AH) P & 7344 Ji, L P&l i
L, ARAEAE] G & XA A, R i — 25
5320 3 /NER G, e 2 A KR i /MR ( rostral
pars distalis, RPD ) . # #p fll] #F ( proximal pars
distalis, PPD ) FI 7 [6] 3% ( pars intermedia, PI, I, &
R 1l-1,2,3,10,11 f112),

R1 6 THABIERNRERE HE EREHUAREREEHNR

Tab.1 Changes of sampling time, number, growth index, and gonadal development in six species of groupers

Pl fﬁ?ﬁﬂ Nﬁ? (SIS A i P B PR R e
Species Sampling  Number/ Total Body Gonad CSL/% Ovary
date Jé length/cm mass/ g mass/ g stage
EA B Epinephelus areolatus  2019.9 6 38.17+2.22  775.83 £156.58" 6.77 £2.65"  0.76+0.17 Pn
B BEA E. fasciatus 2018.9 6 30.42£1.35 529.57 +76.85" 4.84 +1.67°  0.65£0.04 Pn
FEA B E. akaara 2018.9 4 35.94+£2.05 735.12 +130.58* 3.18 £1.01° 0.48 £0.03 Pn
JBEUILESS Cephalopholis urodeta 2019.8 7 14.12 £0.38 56.12 +1.48"  1.10+0.18* 2.08 +0.03 Yv
WS ABE E. merra 2019.6 5 19.01 £0.67  52.68 £2.49"  1.05+0.34™ 1.89 +0.26 Sy
LU A BEA E. ongus 2018.6 6 19.52 +1.42  128.04 £36.55® 0.16 £0.05" 0.15+0.03 Ty
AR AN NG TR 5 IR RIS REAS [ 1 3 1 22 5 (P < 0. 05) , b A AH ) /NG 7 B i 38 J0 5 B35 3R 7R FEAR ) T b 3 M 22 % (P >

0.05) .

Notes: Means of samplings with different lower-case letters within the same column are very significantly different at the 0. 05 probability level, and

the means with the same lower-case letters or without letters have not significant differences.
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7 X9

OYa

1. T4 AR Epinephelus areolatus; 2. M2 A1 B4 E. fasciatus; 3. IR 5 AP E. akaaray 4. BAUUEST Cephalopholis urodeta; 5. ¥
AP E. merra; 6. SUE AR E. ongus; Pn AZ{THNEM; Yv. SISy, IRGON BRI ; Ty. ZZRO0 BRI .
1. Areolate grouper Epinephelus areolatus; 2. Blacktip grouper E. fasciatus; 3. Red spotted grouper E. akaara; 4. Flagtail grouper

Cephalopholis urodeta; 5. Honeycomb grouper E. merra; 6. White-streaked grouper E. ongus; Pn. Perinucleolus; Yv. Yolk vesicle; Sy.

Secondary yolk; Ty. Tertiary yolk.
EhR 1
Plate I

ZIESCHK[ 7-8 ] 4l THC 9255 v % FSHB Al
LHB B 5K ) 40 1B, 6 Folr 7 3 £ fig 2 4 v
FSHR F1 LHB 4t A 4 43 A 4 R 1T A 7 3k s o
TEE A1 A B, FSHR S (55 £ 2 0 i 78
PPD il PI [XJ5, LHB {2 /> 542 i /£ PPD #il PI
DI (AR T4 f17) . 76304 B, FSHR
M LHB {55 /> &34 7E PPD Fl PL X (&R 1T -
5f18), fEMRSABEAT, FSHR il LHB {55 &
B4y A AE PPD A PLIXk (IR -6 F19) o £
SOy FSHB {55 325 i fE PPD [X i, />
HAMETE P IX A, LHB {5 5 /b5 434 7E PPD #
PI X3 (AR IT-13 A1 16) o £ 6 51 f7 B £
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Histological sections of ovary development stages in six species of groupers

FSHR {55 F8 504 7£ PPD [X 5, /143 #i 76 PL
X, LHB {55 /&4 i 7e PPD 1 PL X35k ( B i
M-14 F117) . FEQCH A BE o FSHB {55 32 22
A AE PPD A1 PL X 3k, LHB {5 % /b 18 40 11 7E
PPD #0 PT X3 (IR IL-15 A1 18) K F (s
O R LU, 6 o B £ I R {AR R ) FSHB fF
S5 LHB 5i

FAABEE IR A B RS0 A B
by NH 25448k PPD B FF43 Ry T 38 45 ( &
FI-1,3 F112, & 1a) . B A3 BRSO
{1 1 e S5 BT £ T A P 1) NHL 5544 0 — A~ & {4
(K I-2,10 #1111, 1b)
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staining

HE #ua

H. E.

=

FSHB 15
FSHB signal

LHB {55
LHB signal

staining

H.E 3

H.E.

=

FSHB 15
FSHB signal

LHB £
LHB signal

1,4 M7, F A1 1 3£ Epinephelus areolatus; 2,5 F1 8. B 1340 E. fasciatus; 3,6 F19. J5 S A3 E. akaara; 10,13 F116. LI
Ffifiyi Cephalopholis urodeta; 11,14 F1 17. W8 BEM E. merra; 12,15 F1 18, LU 1 B E. ongus; NH. #1244 ; RPD. Fij SMUIFS ;
PPD. HSMlES ; PL piaj#8. #isk#& s FSHB Al LHB FHME(ES . WA =200 pm,

1,4 and 7. Areolate grouper Epinephelus areolatus; 2,5 and 8. Blacktip grouper E. fasciatus; 3,6 and 9. Red spotted grouper E. akaara; 10,
13 and 16. Flagtail grouper Cephalopholis urodeta; 11,14 and 17. Honeycomb grouper E. merra;12,15 and 18. White-streaked grouper E.
ongus. NH. Neurohypophysis; RPD. Rostral pars distalis; PPD. Proximal pars distalis; PI. Pars intermedia. Arrows indicated positive
signals. Scale bar =200 pm.

BRI 6 FhAEBt&NERLE R ES D FSHB 71 LHP Y] 5 B
PaltelI Histological sections of the pituitary structures and immunoreactive signals of

FSHR and LH producing cells in six species of adult groupers

http: //www. shhydxxb. com
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(a)

@ rsup g

(b)
O LsHp 4

F AP Epinephelus areolatus \ 75 j5 A1 Bt a1 E. akaara SO A BEA E. ongus fl TEAREE 4 J@ THICE a J88Y; Bl A 3 E.
fasciatus 2B Cephalopholis urodeta F1W AT TR E. merra TN IEARZEF )R TR & b 28H1

The pattern diagram of pituitary structures in areolate grouper Epinephelus areolatus, red spotted grouper E. akaara and white-streaked

grouper E. ongus belongs to type a, and the blacktip grouper E. fasciatus, flagtail grouper Cephalopholis urodeta and honeycomb grouper E.

merra belong to type b.

Bl 6MARENEREHNRESS FSHR 1 LHB a5 HEE

Fig.1 Pattern diagram of pituitary structures and immunoreactive signals of

FSHB and LH@ producing cells in six species of adult groupers

3 iHE

3.1 6 FMAHEAMKEMARH FSHB 1 LHP AR
MR RM

HHT, iz H THC $ A 5] £ 28 i 1 {& FSHB
F1LHB 4 A aEoT v, s R R AE F 25— P ik fg
B HPURAGE G, B BUR 5 HUE Z A LE )
RPN . DAMERIBE SR 45 SRR, th H AR 23
SHIMIZU %" JF %% ) S Ui B FSHP il LHB 4t
A s FHAEAR UGB S (A ) FSHB A1 LHB
YA , G2 T 2L ( Pagrus major) ™ /INFTH
fifi ( Micropterus dolomiew ) ™" F1 Z& # ( Cichlasoma
dimerus) " |, W bR i FSHB 1 LHB $iik
AR b 5 Z AP BT IR AR 45 A, L ht
PR P T B A LG 0 S o T e S
BEAa S i R AS IR A P T 35 0 S B
BAENEY 6 R Bt farh, ELAS I B FHYE(S =, %
B b el FSHR = LHB HTiis T4 Se g v
1) 6 FlA EE
3.2 oMMARBEREFAEMNERARESEF
FSHp #1 LHB 4R 5> 75

ARSI, 6 Fhof B Ao i e AR S5 R AR, Ay
5 NH RPD \PPD I PI #8473, B 5 LA A BF 5% 45
RPUREAR B A s R, EFE A A3
IR A BE A S0 A B A NH 25844 PPD
B Fo0 o BN PR s T AR SR A B AR B UL
e A B BE R, NH O — ANk, BB
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FREY S AR s pm ™ R
( Odontesthes bonariensis) **' | JEE 8> | B 42 g i
( Serrasalmus maculatus ) ™ 184 # 8 ( Thunnus
thynnus ) "7 F1 4 3 4 ( Sparus aurata) " () fix I
IREER I NH y— ek, U 7E e B B R
( Oreochromis niloticus) "' v, NH # PPD & FF 43
BT WER A3, 2 B £ 2K i e (A 25 AL Hh g NH R
53 AT BE TV 52 56 I i IR AN %) AN [] T A Y
Zedto BIRASLES T A 0 B O A B
LR AT BE A ) NH 258 8% PPD [t 70k B
P53 (HAE R 250 S i 25 A A X (& v, NHL &5
R — B

6 i fq Bt fa v, FSHB 4 Jifd 4 73 A5 75 PPD F0
PLIX S, A W5 W, 76 6 4 f1 Bt
FSHB 41l fifg 3= 2234 7 PPD 1 PT X3, 5405
SEREML SRMITE JUH A BEfrh, FSHB X 53 A
16 PPD [X 38", 32 W] FSHP 1 43 Afi PR 47 5k £ b 2
AN Te) T A BT 22 S 7 G Al T /K #8256 4 3K
5" rh FSHB 413 53415 7 PPD il PL X 35l 5 {FL 7
EE At v, FSHR 4R LAY 53 i 4 PPD X
I, RWTE 2Rtk s h  FSHB (14 73 A AF7E P
P, 2045 F PPD il PL X8k ( [&] 1a) BAX 53 A
T PPD X (& 1b) . 6 Fify Bt fh FSHR 21 i 11
ST la, BN, ASSEH Y 6 A B f8
LHB 41 g ¥ 53 A £E PPD A1 PT XIS, 7 sl 40 5
" WL B A 4k i
Fstrhifg i £ v, LHB 4053 415 76 PPD Al
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PI X35, S5 A5 25 IS0, R B Z 80K f
K ,LHB A AE PPD 1 PI X3,
3.3 6 ARABHNERKIERAERARES
FSHP #1 LHB Z B /IBL &R

EAME RN Eaasa 7 E 1—5 A,
PRI L 28 cm B B A S8 P A A 5 R 30 4 B
e 78 H KL 23,5 em B B
WEPEANAS ; 9 0 B 7E S—6 AL IR KT
20 cm i HH B BHEPE A 5 R SO R
MEMEASACRBE R B AE 5 H IR AE 14.9 ~ 15,7
em, ASLEGH A A B BB A BEA R S A
BEMAARK A58 39.4 ¢m 32.0 cm F143.4 cm, %
FEHIE 9 H ¥ REUURB AR Hy 14.8 em 3k
FEHW7E 8 HIE. R Lid & A Bt p kK
O H2 30 s o A 41 v B 1 R R A (R
PERRZ F A Po 5 Yv o 0B 40 i B BL , v]
REJAL R S 56 0 Y SR AR H O L B R 2
Jao EATFIECC F M, e Sy B A A A 2y
THET 5 F 786 HakBI0EE , R K 18,1
em ZE A7 o SO A BE ) B T 4 W AR 4—T
H AR A 18.9 em 247 o ACSLI e
A BE RSO A BE Al TR E H M IE 4 7E 6
HWEE 7, HAR K AR B T BB, IH Ik
PERR T 7390 Sy Al Ty BEABTEL

ARSI 6 b BE £ M B 2 TR R
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Gonadal development, pituitary structures and immunohistochemical
identification of FSH and LH@ cells in the pituitary in six species of the
adult groupers

XU Wengang', LIU Liming', WANG Jiulong', ZOU Huafeng’, YU Wensong’, SOYANO Kiyoshi*, TANG
Yongzheng'

(1. School of Ocean, Yantai University, Yantai 264005, Shandong, China; 2. Key Laboratory of Exploration and Utilization
of Aquatic Genetic Resources, Ministry of Education, Shanghai Ocean University , Shanghai 201306, China; 3. Yantai Institute
of Marine Economy, Yantai 264003, Shandong, China; 4. Institute for East China Sea Research, Organization for Marine
Science and Technology, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki 851-2213, Japan)

Abstract: The pituitary structures and the immune signals of FSHB and LHB of the six fish species ( the
areolate grouper Epinephelus areolatus, blacktip grouper E. fasciatus, red spotted grouper E. akaara, flagtail
erouper Cephalopholis urodeta, honeycomb grouper E. merra and white-streaked grouper E. ongus) widely
distributed along the coastline of Japan were investigated. The results showed; the gonadal development of
areolate grouper, blacktip grouper, red spotted grouper and flagtail grouper was in the immature stage,
however the honeycomb grouper and white-streaked grouper in the mature stage. The pituitary structures
consisted of neurohypophysis (NH) and adenohypophysis (AH). The AH was further divided into the rostral
pars distalis (RPD) , the proximal pars distalis (PPD) and the pars intermedia (PI) from left to right. The
immune signals of FSHB and LHB were detected in the PPD area or in the PPD and PI areas in six species,
and the FSH signal intensity was stronger than the LHB signal in six species. These results indicate that,
FSHB may play more important roles than LHB in the gonadal development of six species when they were
around mature stages. Based on the investigation of the six species of groupers along the coastline of Japan,
the information of the interrelation between gonadal development and FSHB and LHB hormones function was
obtained which may provide the basic biological data and theoretical basis for resource conservation and
artificial propagation.

Key words: adult grouper; gonadal development; pituitary structure; FSHB; LHB; immunohistochemistry
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