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Tab.1 Morphometrics of P. eoethinus and P. japonicus

TCZR AP AL P eoethinus

H AR k£ P. japonicus

FRifEK/mm Standard length 125 179
T i€ 4% Dorsal fin rays IX,11 IX,11
% 2% Anal fin rays 1,10 1,10
15 & 2% Pelvic fin rays 1,5 1,5
g fi& 5% Pectoral fin rays i,12 i,12
JE i€ 4% Caudal fin rays 16 16
2% % Lateral line scales 24 26
<k b 1% Scales above lateral line 4 3
£k T % Scales below lateral line 10 8
HERT % Predorsal scales 8 5
iE % Cheek scales 4 6
SFPRER E /3 In % of standard length

A% Body depth 36.0 36.3
3k K Head length 34.4 30.7
4 Snout length 10.4 9.4
R4% Length of orbit 5.6 4.4
HR 8] % Interorbital width 6.4 6.7
T &R Predorsal length 35.2 36.7
6858 5 B AR i 2% Predorsal to preorbit 25.6 23.4
JEMi = Depth of caudal peduncle 12.8 15.1
JEM K Length of caudal peduncle 10.4 16.8
Mg &K Length of pectoral ray 22.4 21.8
JE£E 1 Length of pelvic fin 16.0 16.2
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Fig.2 The comparison of lateral line scales

with muciferous canals between

P. eoethinus and P. japonicus
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Redifinition of Pseudolabrus eoethinus and species redescription

LIU Dong"*, TANG Wengiao'"
(1. Laboratory of Fishes, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306, China; 2. Shanghai Key Laboratory of Marine Animal
System Evolution and Classification, Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract; Far east wrasse Pseudolabrus eoethinus ( Richardson, 1846) was previously synonymized with a
Japanese wrasse P. japonicus ( Houttuyn, 1782). Due to their morphological similarities, there are taxonomic
confusions with both, which results in erroneous records and misidentifications in taxonomy. A redescription of
P. eoethinus was given based on the specimen collected from Fujian Province. Through the comparison of P.
eoethinus and P. japonicus, we identified several clear characteristics to distinguish them. P. eoethinus can be
distinguished from P. japonicus by (1) the surface of head with a darkly curve stripe extending from the
margin of the upper jaw to the base of pectoral fin through the lower edge of eye (the stripe on the surface of
head is straight, not up to the base of pectoral fin); (2) the muciferous canals on lateral line scale were
formed of bifurcations thrice repeated (the bifurcated canals on each scale were more than thrice repeated) ;
(3) predorsal scales 8 (predorsal scales 5) ; (4) dorsal spines without blotch (a dark blotch between third to
sixth dorsal spines).
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