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Occurrence and stay period of the juvenile Liza haematocheila
in the surf zone of Yangtze Estuary
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Abstract A total of 754 individuals average density 10.9 ind./haul of Liza haematocheila juveniles were
collected by a seine net 1 mx4 m mesh-aperture 1 mm in the surf zone of Yangtze Estuary from March to August
2004 . The highest abundance occurred in June and the least was in May. The highest density occurred at station 2
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80.6 ind./haul

which was a small and open beachland. Juvenile stage of the species used the surf zone as a

nursery ground in which their average body length showed the increasing tendency monthly. Based on observing the

otolith daily-rings of 205 individuals

the relation between otolith ring numbers and body length showed the

logarithmic relation. Hatching dates estimated by otolith daily-rings were distributed from March to June. Liza

haematocheila juveniles 20 — 46 days old

environmental ecology of fish larvae and juveniles when reconstructing the sea coast in future.
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Tab.1 Monthly fish numbers and average densities of Liza haematocheila juveniles collected
in the surf zone of Yangtze Estuary fish numbers /average densities
4 5 6 7
St.1 17/17 2/0.5 6/1.5 3/1.0
St.2 17/4.3 8/2.7 564/80.6 69/23
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St.4 0 0 30/7.5 1/1.7
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. . . . . . Fig.3  Seasonal changes of body length ranges and average
Fig.2 Body length frequencies of juveniles Liza haematocheila body length in Liza haematocheila juveniles at station 2
collected by a seine net from April to July 2004

Horizontal and vertical bars indicate means and ranges of

in the surf zone of Yangtze Estuary body leneth el
y length respectively
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