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ULTRASTRUCTURE OF PREOVULATORY
FOLLICULAR CELLS IN THE OVARY OF
BLUNT SNOUT BREAM (MEGALOBRAMA AMBLYCEPHALA)

Zhao Wei-xin
(Department of Aquaculture, SFU, 200030)

ABSTRACT The preovulatory oocyte of blunt snout bream was surrounded by an
outer thecal layer and an inner granulosa layer which were separated from each other
by a distinct basement membrane. The thecal layer composed of thecal cells and
collagen fibers. The thecal cells contained an abundance of microfilament. The
granulosa layer consisted of special granulosa cells and granulosa cells .The special
granulosa cells were characterized by the presence of numerous smooth endoplasmic
reticulum and mitochondria with tubular cristae. The special granulosa cells showed
cellular organelles characteristics of steroidogenesis. The granulosa cells contained
well developed rough endoplasmic reticulum and mitochondria with lamellar cristae.
KEYWORDS follicular cells, ultrastructure, Megalobrama amblycephala



